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Hand Made Change

At Trade Aid we’re all 
about change. 

We’re helping talented  
people around the world  
improve their lives 
through fair trade.

Find out more at  
www.tradeaid.org.nz

Cover Image /  
Children in Ethiopia now have access to a local primary school built by 
the Negele Gorbitu Cooperative, one of 171 coffee farmer collectives that 
make up the Oromia Coffee Farmers’ Cooperative Union.



A typical rural 
road in the 
coffee-growing 
Yirgacheffe 
region of Ethiopia

Both her parents have died. 
Yet, in one of the world’s 
poorest countries, a country 
where close to two million 
school-aged children never 
enrol in school and where 
rural children are more than 
twice as likely to miss out on 
an education than their rural 
counterparts, her ambition of 
becoming a doctor is not as 
unlikely as many would think. 

Several years ago the coffee 
farmers of Afursa Waro 
formed the Negele Gorbitu 
Cooperative to sell their 
produce through the Oromia 
Coffee Farmers’ Cooperative 
Union, a fair trade 
organisation based in Addis 
Ababa. 

Durati Bekele  
is in Grade Six.
She lives in the 
town of Afursa 
Waro in the coffee 
growing region 
of Yirgacheffe in 
Ethiopia 
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As well as earning the 
market rate for their coffee, 
farmers receive dividends 
from Oromia’s profits and an 
annual fair trade premium 
used to fund social services. 
In recent years it has built a 
ten-classroom school at which 
young Durati is a pupil, at 
which she can plan for the 
future. 

For many others, however, 
such plans are less achievable.

Today some 72 million 
children will not go to school. 
They will not go to school 
because of the simple fact, 
states a UNESCO Education 
for All (EFA) 2010 report, 
“of where they are born or 
who their family is”. Within 
a Western framework a 
sound education is important 
– as every parent argues, 
education is necessary for job 
security, financial well-being 
and personal satisfaction. 
For those in developing 
countries, education is also a 
fundamental tool with which 
to break a generational cycle 
of poverty, to challenge social 
barriers based on caste or 
creed, to escape the crippling 
impacts of child labour and 
the child sex industry, and to 
take part in public discussions. 
Recent research by the Global 
Campaign for Education 
(GCE) shows that educated 
women have healthier, more 
economically-secure families. 
Girls who complete basic 
education are three times less 
likely to contract HIV and 
children born to educated 
mothers are twice as likely to 
survive past the age of five.

 
 

Since 2000 progress has 
been made towards universal 
education. According to EFA 
the number of children out of 
school worldwide has dropped 
by 33 million since 1999 – a 
reduction most noticeable in 
South and West Asia – and 
gender disparities in primary 
school attendance rates have 
been narrowing. 

Literacy statistics, however, 
continue to tell a disturbing 
story. About 759 million adults 
lack literacy skills; of these, 
two-thirds are women. In 22 
countries close to one third of 
young adults have fewer than 
four years’ education – this 
rises to 50 percent of young 
adults in eleven sub-Saharan 
African countries. And the 
rate of progress appears to be 
slowing, a decline attributed 
to the global financial crisis, 
decreasing government 
revenue, aid reductions, 
escalating world food prices 
and rising poverty levels. 
Malnutrition, affecting around 
175 million young children 
each year, has been recognised 
not only as a health problem 
but also as an education 
emergency in its deleterious 
impact on cognitive 
development. Without further 
intervention, the EFA report 
claims, 56 million children 
will still be out of school in 
2015. 

Such figures are exacerbated 
by inequalities and 
discrimination based on 
ethnicity, religion, class or 
caste, language, location, 
disease (including those 
children orphaned by HIV and 
AIDS), disability and gender.  

About 759  
million adults 
lack literacy 
skills; of these, 
two-thirds are 
women. 

In 22 countries 
close to one 
third of young 
adults have 
fewer than  
four years’  
education.

A school girl from the CONACADO coffee co-operative /  
© Gary Goodman, photo provided by Equal Exchange
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Recent findings show that 
30 percent of girls in India 
fail to finish primary school. 
According to GCE figures, 
girls in sub-Saharan Africa 
have less than a 50 percent 
chance of finishing primary 
school. 

Distance is a further obstacle 
as rural communities in 
particular may be up to 
two to three hours’ walk 
away from the nearest 
school and immobile school 
infrastructures are ill 
equipped to respond to the 
needs of isolated or semi-
itinerant groups. Attracting 
qualified teachers is also 
difficult, both for isolated 
rural villages and urban slums

Even where free  
government-run schools 

are available the costs 
of uniforms, textbooks 

and other materials are 
prohibitive for many 

families.

There is some evidence 
that many children fail at 
school because lessons are 
not taught in the indigenous 
language – EFA figures show 
that around 221 million 
children speak a different 
language at home from the 
language of instruction in 
school. This argument is 
complicated by findings in 
Peru where families in the 
remote highland regions 
are opposed to bilingual 
education. According to 
Maria Elena Garcia, author of 
Making Indigenous Citizens 

(2005), these parents want 
their children to be taught 
in Spanish as they believe 
Quechua to be associated with 
poverty and social, economic 
and political marginalisation.  
In Guatemala the average 
number of years children 
spend at school ranges from 
6.7 for Spanish speakers 
to 1.8 for speakers of the 
indigenous Q’eqchi’ language, 
although this could also reflect 
negative attitudes by teachers 
towards indigenous students, 
difficulties in attracting 
teachers, particularly those 
fluent in the indigenous 
language, to rural schools, and 
the difference between rural 
and urban education generally. 

As well as the dialogue 
and consultation required 
to reach culturally-based 
solutions, the steps needed to 
improve global educational 
opportunities have been 
widely identified: reduce 
cost barriers to education, 
resolve problems of distance 
with improved transport 
systems and new schools, 
deploy skilled teachers more 
equitably and increase the 
number of “second-chance” 
programmes and vocational 
training opportunities (in 
India vocational programmes 
reach only about three 
percent of rural youth). The 
EFA report estimates it will 
cost US$16 billion a year to 
achieve universal primary 
education by 2015. A hefty 
sum admittedly but only two 
percent, the report claims, of 
the amount given to rescue 
just four major banks in the 
UK and the US in the current 
recession. 

Distance is  
a further  
obstacle as 
rural  
communities in 
particular may 
be up to two 
to three hours’ 
walk away from 
the nearest 
school.

An adult literacy class at the Indira Colony 
School, supported by Tara Projects
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Fair futures 
 
In the absence of effective 
top-down, international 
or government-funded 
initiatives, community-
based solutions are proving 
successful in ensuring adult 
workers receive a fair income 
for their work (so they do not 
have to depend on the extra 
income or free labour of their 
children) and in providing 
local education opportunities. 
Craft and farming collectives 
engaging with fair trade 
organisations frequently list 
schools and literacy schemes 
as priorities for projects 
funded through the fair trade 
social premiums they receive. 
In northern Nicaragua, for 
example, the PRODECOOP 
(Promotora de Desarollo 
Cooperativo de Las Segovias) 
coffee co-operative has been 
able to use extra monies made 
from selling coffee through 
fair trade networks to fund 
scholarship programmes and 
the purchase of school books 
and backpacks to ensure 
that members’ children are 
able to attend primary and 
secondary school. Likewise in 
Ethiopia, the Oromia Coffee 
Farmers’ Cooperative Union, 
mentioned earlier, has funded 
the building of 19 new schools 
and additional classrooms at 
another 31 schools, as well as 
health centres and clean water 
supply stations, through fair 
trade sales of prized Arabica 
coffee beans. 

In  India’s western state of 
Gujarat, in the ancient city of 
Ahmedabad, what began as 
a sewing centre for destitute 
women has developed into 
a progressive organisation 
supporting hundreds of 
women and their families. 
Today St Mary’s Mahila 
Shikshan Kendra supports 
the work of approximately 
400 full-time and another 
100 part-time women sewers 
and embroiderers. While 
many of these women are 
uneducated, their priority 
for earnings over and above 
the basic requirements of 
food and housing is the 
education of their children. 
Alongside saving schemes, 
health programmes and loans, 
St Mary’s offers education 
scholarships for members’ 
children, regardless of caste 
or religion, and literacy 
classes for adults. As assistant 
director Sister Silvia Aranha 
told Trade Aid, “Now we are 
seeing that the children are 
getting an education and 
most of them do not need to 
come here because they are 
educated, so they can go and 
get better jobs. Some have 
become doctors.”

While such statements 
suggest a decline in the 
number of young people 
continuing the craft-making 
(or crop-growing) traditions 
of their families, perhaps 
even a decline in the number 
remaining in their home 
villages, reports from Trade 
Aid’s trading partners do not 
support this. 

 
 
 
 

These co-operatives and fair 
trade exporting organisations 
seem to be successful in 
employing a younger and 
better-educated generation 
within their management 
structures. Family 
connections, community ties 
and lack of work in urban 
areas all appear to reduce the 
prevalence of social migration.

Such findings contradict 
criticism that fair trade 
“locks” generations into  

low-paid craft or 
agricultural work. 

Time and again Trade Aid’s 
trading partners identify 
child and adult education 
as a priority for community 
spending – a priority that 
provides future generations 
with options beyond the 
unskilled work of their 
parents’ and grandparents’ 
generations. As Puneet 
Chawla, public relations 
person for fair trade 
organisation and long-
standing Trade Aid trading 
partner Tara Projects in India 
explains, some of those who 
advance through education 
will choose to continue 
working in handcrafts, and 
receive a liveable wage and 
the self-respect that results 
from engaging in productive 
and non-exploitative work. 
Others may choose to further 
their education and train for a 
different career, “but they will 
have the choice”. 

One of two new classrooms at the Isabel 
de Leon primary school funded by the 

CONACADO cocoa farming co-operative in 
the Dominican Republic
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A better class  
of cocoa

In the Dominican Republic, 
the second poorest country 
in the Caribbean, most cocoa 
farmers are dependent on 
the often low, always volatile 
market prices set by the 
international stock market in 
London and New York. 

Since 1988, however, the 
CONACADO cocoa co-
operative has improved 
earnings and living conditions 
for its over 9,000 farmer 
members. CONACADO (the 
National Confederation of 
Dominican Cocoa Producers) 
is a democratically run 
co-operative organisation 
and one of the world’s 
first certified producers of 
Demeter-certified biodynamic 
cocoa. By selling through 
fair trade networks the 
co-operative has enabled its 
member communities to build 
new schools, extend existing 
classrooms and provide 
scholarships and school 
materials to children in low-
income families.

Desktop  
development

Trade Aid’s educational 
focus is not restricted to the 
aspirations of its trading 
partners. One of its central 
tenets is the promotion of fair 
trade through education and 
advocacy  in this country.

Drawing on close to 40 
years of engagement with 
marginalised communities 
throughout the developing 
world, Trade Aid has 
produced a range of school 
resources on key global issues 
such as fair trade, child labour 
and environmental justice 
for use by pupils in New 
Zealand schools. Speaker 
visits (or invitations to visit 
Trade Aid shops), CDs, DVDs, 
books and activities have 
been designed to fit in with 
specific primary or secondary 
school units and to meet 
New Zealand’s curriculum 
vision for a new generation of 
informed decision-makers and 
“international citizens”.

Girls in  
school

In the arid region of India’s 
central Rajasthan desert 
the Meghwal people have 
long relied on rudimentary 
agricultural work and animal 
husbandry for their income. 

In the historic town of 
Phalodi, however, Urmul 
Marusthali Bunker Vikas 
Samiti (meaning “desert 
weaver development 
society”) provides work 
for approximately 200 
weavers, including twenty 
women, usually excluded 
from weaving, and those 
marginalised by the hierarchy 
of caste. Income from the sale 
of woven crafts and textiles 
is used to fund development 
programmes including rural 
libraries, health schemes, 
self-help groups for women 
and girls’ education. “Children 
need an education,” says 
UMBVS weaver and father of 
two sons Mr Pokaras. “They 
need to get 70 percent not 
40 percent or they will be 
weavers. There are no other 
jobs if they don’t go to school.”

Learning for LifeI feel very proud  
as a woman, as in 
India girls are seen 
as a burden. I can 
think on my own  
& make decisions 
on my own. 
Nor do these findings 
support the argument of fair 
trade critic Peter Griffiths, 
author of The Economist’s 
Tale, who writes that the 
schools, scholarships, clinics 
or (inexplicably) “baseball 
pitches” funded by fair 
trade social premiums 
are, “at best, high-cost, 
low-impact interventions” 
mainly of benefit to 
“families of committee 
members or managers of 
the exporting secondary 
cooperatives.” To sell 
through fair trade networks 
exporting co-operatives 
have to be transparent and 
representative of (and often 
owned by) their member 
“primary” co-operatives to 
which it passes on at least a 
proportion of social premium 
payments. Griffiths does not 
back up his reference to “high-
cost” (relative to what?) or 
“low-impact” interventions – 
while the number of children 
attending schools funded by 
fair trade social premiums 

may be only a tiny percentage 
of a country’s population, 
for those individuals the 
impact of primary, let alone 
secondary, schooling is 
immense.

The most compelling rebuttal 
of such statements, however, is 
the feedback provided by the 
groups with which Trade Aid 
trades. In Delhi, Rukshana 
Khatoon, leader of the Mahila 
Vikas Crafts group, explains: 
“Our lives feel very free. My 
children’s lives are changed. 
They are all attending school. 
I feel very proud as a woman, 
as in India girls are seen as 
a burden. I can think on my 
own and make decisions on 
my own. My husband supports 
my decisions. At first there 
was resistance from him but 
now I feel as though we work 
as a family. If it was not for 
(Tara Projects), we would all 
not be where we are today.”

School’s in for children of coffee farmers 
belonging to the Negele Gorbitu Cooperative 

in Ethiopia

A pupil at the Isabel de Leon primary school -  
extra classrooms were funded by CONACADO

Young pupils from Northland School visit 
Trade Aid Wellington

UMBVS weaver Mrs Dalaram in the village of 
Gomati in Rajasthan 
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Ph. 64 3 385 3535  
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A weaver's bobbin used by members of 
Urmul Marusthali Bunker Vikas Samiti in the 
Rajasthani desert, India
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